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the ideas in this book first took shape in a dissertation written in the Department of Classics at the University of Pennsylvania, and it is a great pleasure to have the opportunity to thank the many people who supported and guided me during my time there. I owe an immeasurable debt to two people at Penn in particular, the extent of whose influence on my thinking no map or catalogue could encompass. My advisor, Ralph Rosen, has from the very beginning encouraged and inspired me. His clarity, mental agility, and imaginative breadth have informed every step of this project, and are matched only by his friendship and deep concern for his students. No less profound is the effect that Sheila Murnaghan has had on my work and my approach to Classical literature in general. My discussions with her have always been about possibilities and openings, about where ideas can go and the importance of following them through, and her insights can be found everywhere in this book. The writing of this book was supported by a summer stipend from the National Endowment for the Humanities, two UCLA Junior Faculty Development Awards, and fellowships from the American Council of Learned Societies and the Center for Hellenic Studies. I am extremely grateful to these institutions for their support. My year at the Center for Hellenic Studies, under the generous guidance of Gregory Nagy, was an invaluable experience.
My colleagues at UCLA have all provided critical support and encouragement in the writing of this book. I thank them all collectively and wish to acknowledge in particular Ann Bergren, who read the book in its entirety in its early stages and brought to it her brilliant ability to think about literature in terms of space; Shane Butler, who helped me see the way out of a particularly difficult chapter with his characteristic
